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County of Santa Cruz 
HEALTH SERVICES AGENCY 

P.O. BOX 962,1080 EMELINE AVENUE 
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95061 

HEALTH SERVICES AGENCY 
ADMINISTRATION 

(831) 454-4000 Fax: (831) 454-4770 

May 8,2008 May 20,2008 Agenda 

Board of Supervisors 
County of Santa Cruz 
701 Ocean Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

SUBJECT: Pajaro Valley Groundwater Management 

Dear Members of the Board: 

On November 20, 2007, the Board directed the Water Resources Division Director to request 
a report from the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA) that would outline their 
anticipated plan of action to secure necessary financing to fully address groundwater 
overdraft in the Pajaro Groundwater Basin. The Water Resources Division Director was also 
directed to evaluate the PVWMA plan and provide a recommendation on April 15, 2008, for 
the Board to consider whether to initiate the process to declare a groundwater emergency 
and take other necessary actions to address the groundwater overdraft in the Pajaro 
Groundwater Basin. Your Board received a report on April 15 and deferred further action to 
May 20,2008. 

Since April 15, staff has met with the Water Advisory Commission and has consulted with 
other interested parties, including PVWMA, City of Watsonville, Monterey County Water 
Resources Agency, Soquel Creek Water District, and the Santa Cruz County Farm Bureau. 
General consensus has been reached on a framework for County action, but more time is 
needed to work out the details before making a recommendation for action to your Board. 

It is, therefore, RECOMMENDED that your Board accept this report on the status of Pajaro 
Valley groundwater management and that you direct the Water Resources Division Director 
to provide a further report and recommendation on June 10, 2008 for the Board to consider 
whether to initiate the process to declare a groundwater emergency and take other 
necessary actions to address the groundwater overdraft in the Pajaro Groundwater Basin. 

Sincerely, 

Rama Khalsa, Ph.D. 
Health Services Agency Director 
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RECOMMENDED: 

SUSAN A. MAURIELLO 
County Administrative Officer 

cc: County Administrative Off ice 
County Counsel 
Planning Director 
HSA Administ ration 
Water Resources Division/EH 
Water Advisory Commission 
PVWMA 
City of Watsonville 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
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